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THE OVERLAND MAIL.

In the name of the Empress of India, make way,
O lords of the Jungie, wherever you roam, ’
The woods are astir at the elose of the day—
W exiles are walting for  letter from” home,
lll he robiber retreat - let the Uger turn tall—
o the name of the empress, the Oversnd Mall!

With a jingle of bells as the dusk hers in,
H.uluru;jt]wlhu footpath that f::uh up the

hill—
The bags on his baek and a eloth round his ehin,
And, tneked in his walst bell, the postofice

bl
"I}hpa.l;-hml on this dale, as received by the
Per runuer, two bazs of the Overlasd Mail,"”

Is the torrent in spate? He must ford it or swim,
Haus rain wreeked the road?  He must climb

by the elifl,

Does the e ut::n‘: ‘.- 3 “Halt?" What are tem-
Lo Hn

The service admits not a “but * or an “if."

Whike the breath's in bis moath, be must bear
without Tail,

In the niame of te empress, the Overland Mail,

From aloe to rose-oak, from rose-onk to fir,

From level to uplan |, from upland to crest,
Fiow riee fieia Lo rok rhdge, fiom rock ridge to

sjur,
Fly the soit sandaled feet, strains the brawny
- bBrown st
From rail to ravine—to the peak from the vale
Up, up ;iu'- mgh the night goes the Uverland

ul,

There's a speck on the hillside, a dot onu the road
A Moggie of bells on (e footpath below,
iere s a souille above in the monkey’
Il is ko amd L
i sun imscl! wuw

alwmle—
e aglow,
o the

d's
aliemd
ime of the cipress, the Overland
| B

Lord John's Bareain,

My brother-in-law,Lord John St, Pierre,
regarded with no little complaceney his
own  possessions and aclivements, He
was proud in the first place of the fact
1hat he was a St Pierre, and at the same
time considercd limsel! a competent rep-
resentative of the talents  and graces of
the ancient and  illustrious  bouse of
Stoneyhurst, In the next place he was
very proud of lus reputation as one of the
best shots of dreiven game in the United
Kingdom, and of his consequent entree
into many country honses where only
brilliant shots were welcomed. He was
also proud, very proud, of his own nerfeet
manners, and plumoed himself, not withe-
out cause, on Lis insinuating addeess, It
was on Lis reputation, however, as a sue-
sessflul collector of eluna that he prinei-
pally pigued himeelf, and the trifling
swins which e had paid for various arti-
eles of vertu which ornamented Lis rooms
at the Albany formed his favorite theme
of conversation. Indeed if all he sawl
was true, and if al! the china was really
genuine, he fully desoreved all the cons
gratulations which he elaimed.

Nor did he fail to see how valuable were
the three first mentioned qualitications
in their reference to this  latter pursuit.
Many a cottager who would bave refused
to sell lus  precious little heirloom to the
traveling dealer was onuly o proud to part
with them, at perhaps a low priee, 1o a
Lord dohin—a Lord John, oo, who spoke
so prettily and made himself so agree-
able. It was grand to think that some
linle figure or eup and savcer which had
stood unnoticed in the cupboard should
take us pluee, as the seller fondly imag-
ined would be the case, among the price-
less gems of Stoney hiurst abbey,

John’s presence, too, at 8o rany sport-
ing places gave him opportunicies for ad-
mission into the interiors of eottagers’
and keepers’ houscs which might not
otherwise have been obtained. 1tis not
given to every one 1w be o dis-
trict visitor, tax collector or school
attendance ofticer, and without such
or similar prolessions it is not ecasy
to gain  an  introduction  uninvitwed
to the homes of the poor. Lord Johin,
however, had speeal priviieges, and he
opportunities of availing himself
ol the facilities oflered by shooting
luncheons in farm houses or keepers'
lodges on the different properties over
which he shot,

A few winters ago my brothersin-iaw
came to shoot at my home, Pen Owen
eourt, in Monmoutshire, Knowing as |
did how unfavorable the bags even on my
best days compared with the slaughtar 1o
which John was accustomed, 1 Lad had
some hesitation in inviting hm into such
an out of the way part of the world,

He had bheard, hdwever, of the wonder-
ful stand at Eastlield coppiee, said 1o be
wrhaps the most diflicult sporting in

tnggland, and was anxious to try his hand
at our “rocket rs." 1 had no possible ob-
jeetion, and be was invited for three days'
shooting,

A sad and mysterious calamity, how-
ever, in conneetion with the death of one
of the beaters bappened the first day,and
the unhappy incident prevented us from
carrying out the week's programme.

Guests who bave no resources to oceupy
them when sport fails aure natarally ditti-
cult to entertain, and consequently 1 was
not altogether sorry when my visitors,
with the exception of Lord Johin, decided
upon taking theiwr departure the morning
which succceded the catastrophie,

He, however, remained, and in the
course of the afternoon announced lus
intention of going up to the keeper's
house,where he had lunehed the previous
day, and of course 1 oflered to walk there
with him. Rather 1o my surprise he
seemed o bave no parucular desive for
my society, and | began  to wonder if his
projected visit had any conneetion - with
the mysterious aflair o wheh Ihave al-

ready alluded. At any rate 1 de-
termined 1o accompany  him, and
on the way was made o confi-
dant of his lordship's intentions,

On the previous day he had noticed two
china flgures on the keeper's chimney
pieee, and though with  a connoisseur’s
natural suspicion, be had at the time doue
nothing to attract general atteution to
them, he now confessed that he had every
reason to believe that they were old Dres-
den. He imogined them to be of great
value and had determined 1o piek themup
ascheaply as he could, I have never quite
been able 1o make up my mind aboui the
morality of sucha procecding, but 1 thor-
oughly disiiked the wea of any one *pick-
ing"” up a valuable article “ebeap” from
one of my own retainers, and, as it were,
under my own sanction. However, 1 de-
termined 1o bide my time and sec what
lu',qwm-d.
obhn annoyed me very much at the first
opening of negotations. He began by
nnkinli‘l‘l. Rawlins, whose husband was
not at home, questions about the family
of the dead beater, with expressions of the
most profound sympathy for his orphaned
daughter. Of course there was no harm
in these iguiries ; indeed they were guite
natural. But the questioner’s manier was
so aflected and b expressions of regret
and sympathy so exaggernted that 1 con'ld
scarcely believe their sincerity, and folt
gure that be was thinking more of the
Dresden figures than of poor Nelly,
The next procecding consisted of a
glauce round the room iu aflected admira-

tion of various ornaments with
which it was decorated. Scme
missbhaped stulled birds, some taw-
dry prints, even some hideous
compositions of shells and moss came in
by twurns for their share of admiration,
And then at last, with a look at the two
figures on the mantwelpiece—

*Oh, by the bye, Mrs, Rawlins,” (John
always manages to get his victims' names
correetly), **what are those china groups ?
Have you had them | i

“That china, my ) was a present

my fuudmother and I set great
store by it.”

(I easily follow my mother-in-law’s eal-
culation. *Mrs. Rawlin’s grandmother,
The things must be 100 years old at
least!)

“Have you any fancy to part with
them ?"  he continued. *1don't suppose
they are worth much, but I should like a
little remembrance of Monmouthshire
ﬂml _?t our pleasant lunch here yester-

ay.

*Oh, my lord, if it wasn't for Rawlins 1
should be glad to give them to your lord-
ship, or (with a glance at me) any gentle-
man staying at the court,”

(1 wonder what his lordship would have
said if I had not been present.)

*Oh, no Mrs. Rawlins, | can't think of
taking them for nothing."

“Well, my lord, | doubt if my grand-
mother, if she'd ha' been alive, wonld
hurn‘l.ikod the idea of my selling my pres-
Cnits,

Lord John's eountenance fell.

“Certainly," added Mrs. Rawlins, “she
wasn't too proud to sell ber own. Why
she got 10 guineas for two ligures not hnii
80 gay as these from a wraveling peddler;
one was just a black woman with a bhead
on like an elepbhant, and the other a
woman, too, but she and ber children
were feeding a swan,”

(Lord dJolin's face expressed:
right; they are old Dresden!
with an elepbant's head! The group
wilneh represents Afriea! The woman
and children fecding a swan!  Lena and
attendant Cupids! And these are two ot
the companion groups. Worih 15 guineas
each any day at Chiristie’s,”)

“I'hen in that ease,” he went on, 1
shall be glad 10 give yon £5 for the pair.™

“Well, my lord, 1 showid not like totake
your lordship's money without asking the
pedidler—arml be is in the village ngain—{
they are real genmne, He got, T heard,
20 guineas for what e wok from grand-
mother, She was housekeeper, sir (o
i) s you biave heard teliy at the Duke of
Beifort's.” (1 had beard this circum-
stance mentioned onee or twice before
and was aequainted with the reputation
of the Belfurt colleetion of. china.)

Lord dolin turned quite pale,
my goowl woman,” be eried, *I'll
L£10 and take my ehance,” and
te nmmiediately banded Mrs, Rawlins the
money, which be had ready for such an
emergeney, and which she promptly
pocketed.

»Shall I dust them first, my lord 2*° she
said, producing as she did so a heavy,
damp towel,

“For lweaven's sake, woman, no, (Now
the bargain wasstruck thiere was no need
of further civility.) *I'll take 1hem with
me just as  they are, George, you won't
mind carrying one, will you 7"

I did mind cariying one very much, 1
disliked the whole transaetion. John had
certainly paid a considerable sum of
moncy, but even with - my imperfect ne-
quaintance with such matiers | knew that
i these groups were genuine they were
worth fully 30 guineas the pair, 1 had
my suspicions, wwwever, about them, and
on our way home 1 asked my companion
liow he couid feel so absolutely eertain
about their genmneness. *There is no
Dresden mark,” 1 said,

(M, isn't there V" was the reply. *Don’t
you see there is a stnear of eement on the
bottom of them ?  I'hat was probably put
there at the time there was a heaxy tax
on Dresden elnna and proves their an-
tiguity. 1 will show you the crossed swords
underneath to-night.™

1 held my tongue,

Our house party, as 1 bave said, had
broken up, bur several of the peighoors
were coming to dine, and dJobn de-
ferred the removal of the cement till afier
dinner, when we should be all together in
the drawing room, and he would have an
audience sufliciently large and appreci-
ative,

The proper moment arrived; a pen-
knife was produced, and the plaster care-
fully and ceremoniously seraped olf, But
instead of  the erossed swords appearcd
the lollowing inseription :

“1 was
The woman

The year previous to the bargain!

When new these groups might have
been worth 18 penee each.  In their pres-
ent condition  they would bave been dear
at a skilling a pair.

1 confess that | felt little gympathy with
the purchaser, but was distressed o
think that Myes., Rawlins, whose charac-
ter for honesty had been wreproachable,
shouid have seemed to voueh for the an-
tiquity of the china, and also 1o have hid-
den the wll-tale inseription,

Her answer was simple. The orna-
ments bad been given ber as a birthday
present by her grandmother, who had
died unly a few weeks before the bargain
at the ripe age of 95, and the cement had
been added with the object of making
them stand sweadily on the mantle pivee,

But there was a twinkle in Mrs, Raw-
lin's eye when she offered me this explan-
ation, and even now 1 bardly know how
far innoeent wi er share in Lord Jolhin's
bargain,— Belgravia,

Did the Doclor Earn His Feo?
From the Green Bag.

Defendant—Now, doethor, by vartue of
your oath, didn'tl say: *“Kill or cure,
cocthor, I'll give you a guinea?" and
didu't you say: “Kill or cure, I'll take
it

Doetor—You did; and I agreed to the
bargain, and | want the guinea accord.
ingly. -

Defendant—Now, doethor, by vartue of
your oath, answer this: Dud you cure my
wite 7

Doctor—No; she's dead,
thut,

Defendant=Then, doethor, by vartue
of your oath, answer this: Did you kill
llli' wife? g

Yoctor—No; she died of her iliness.

Defendaut itriumphantly 1o the beneh)
—Your worship, hear this., You heard
him tell our bargaing it was w kill or
cure, By vartue of his oath, be done
neithier, suil be axes his fee!

You know

The Market Was Manipulated.

From the Doston Courler,

Visitor—Your hittle boy doesn’t seem to
be very clicerful,  len't he well ?

Broker—Yes, he's well enough; but he
is feeling pretty biue just now, You e
there was o great drop in leather t0s
morning.

Visor—Bless me! You don't mean 1
that chidd knows anything at«
s narkesy

Biower—=Well, perhaps not generally
speaking, but you see ihe particlar
leather that dropped this morning was
his mother's slipper.

HOME OF THE MAGICIAN

Keller and Herrmano Compared With
the “Yogas" of India

BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE

Incredible Accounts of Tricks Per-
formed in the Open Alr by In=
dlan Jugglers—The Dis=
memberment lllusion,

T IS claimed that the magical feats of
I the Indian jugglers have never been

equaled by Western manipulators
who furmsh such entertainment, and
what is more perplixing is the faet that a
native Indian juggler never leaves his
country., All claimants 1o the title of
“Indian juggler” are more or less imita-
tors, and do not even give a fair imita-
tion. Kellar, the great American magi-

cian, declares candidiy that he cannot |

repeat the wonderful magical feats and
jugglery he witnessed in India, Hor-
mann, however, is not so willing to al-
mit the superiority of their skill, This,
s is guite natural on the partol Prof.
Hermann, may be due to professional
pride,
feature which entitles them to compari-

. son with European or American feats of

magie lies in the faet that all their
magical performanees are given openly
in the streets  and with little preparation
or paraphernaha, The modern magician
performs upon a stage away from his

audience, while in  India they travel
in small bands through the strects
and will perform then  and
there il reqguestod, Kellar  wit-

nessed the great “basket trick” during his
travels in India, and acknowledged that
he, like everyone else, failed to observe
the true modus operandi. The following
is nlleged 1o be one of the Indian juggler’s
feats: A ball of ordinary cord, whieh is
often furnished by the spectators, is beld
ot tor the inspection of all present by
the ¢ hief of the band,

The end of the siring is held in one
haud and the ball is thrown upward into
the air. The ball rapidly unwinds itself,
going up, up, until it isout of sight. Then
another of the band places a boy on the
cord and Le elimbs up quickly. The boy
is seen elimbiag upward unul be, oo, is
out of sight,  1Then the entire band exe-
cute their characteriste incantations and
passes, which ina few moments suddenly
cease, LEverything becomes guiet and all
patiently nwait results.  Suduenly the eno-
tire band give evidenee of some dreadiul
oceurrence and in s moment a horrible
scene greets the vision the head of the
boy comes rolling down the cord dripping
with blood; then follows an arm, a leg,
and  the fect, singly, until  the
remaining portions tollow, the
whole dismembered paris I{x:r in

ﬁk

a  heap. It is then up
by pweces, placed in a basket around
which the jugglers form a circle. Incau-
tations and weard passes are again made ;
when the chief advances to the center
and removes the cover of the basket, Lo
vverybody's surprise out  leaps the boy,
hale, hearty and as nature designed b

‘Lhis does not even end the performe-
ance for by roguesti—if your astounishe
ment should be so great as to deprive you
of your faculty 1w recall and  think over
the phenomenon—ibe  elinef takes the
same basket in which the boy is agam
requested to stand, and by motions silent-
ly requests the onlookers o observe, At
o command the boy folds himsell until
nothing but the twop of his head is ol
serviable, Then the chief, forcing hLis
bead sull further down, fastens the
wicker cover on and proceeds to pnek his
choice of several sharp and glhterieg
swords near by, In a moment the chief
proceeds to do something with the basket
and its contents,. The spectators are
about to surmise another such mystical
act, when the chief draws his sword
across the top of his basket, then at his

arm’s length e plunges his implement | oy
| quite fo
| Lield his heart,

deep into the basket whereupon  follow
piteous eries aud moans i blood spouts
and
pool on the soil,

The speetator * thrill with fear while
the ghastly aspeet of the witnesses be-
speaks their disgust and  sickly fecling,
T hie ehiel continues lus thrasts, the blood
dripping from Lis sword after cach
plunge, until finally all 1s quict.

The moans and eries from the basket
cease and the spectators, dumbfounded
evinee a sigh of relief,

A hundred thoughts pass through  the
spectator’'s brain. The basket will be
opened and another bloody speetacle will
be seen, the horror of the thought pro
ducing faint.

The chiwef now bends low to show his
bloady work to all and at the same  thime
slowly removes what cover there be lelt,
when miracously there bounces upon the
secne a happy frolicksome boy, who a
few minutes ago bhad apparently under-
gone such wreible punishiment

Whenee he came was impossible to
tell.

So mueh speculation has been indulged
in by our native prestidigiateurs as to the
correct versions of these manifestations
that one writer, who speut yoars in inves-
tgating Eastern magie says:

“We defy and challenge our modern
magicians or trichsters (o produce under
the same conditions the ‘tricks’ extubited
even by a common Indian  juggler, For
instance, the spot to be chosen by the in-
vestigators at the momentof the perform-

He has admitted that the only |

e one who suggested that

sary to defend themselves from abuse
and eondemnanon from the wrath or rid-
ienle of seepties,

Captain Maryatt had often heard of
their wonders, but  never believed them,

so one morning be received a visit from |

a neighboring “yogs" and  began lus
usual conversation, He could speak of
nothing with the “yoga" except on deeply
religious and philosonhical subjects, and
the first one e econcluded 1o put to him
was that the “‘yoga’ should give him
a ‘!m;nf of his Lioly and abnormal power,
and it was agreed upon that Le should
see o lest,

Captain Maryatt was allowed the privi-
lege of providing and planning all means
for the proteetion of fraud,  The “yoga"
leftwith the understanding that he must
hiave the time 10 prepare himself and ob-
tain the spiritual aid of his “yoga"
brothers, while Captain Maryatt eoud
procecd with bis part of the work in order
to bave the roquisite conditivns 1o the
feat completed,

Then it was announeed by Capt. Mary-
atntthat a test wouid be made of the
great “burinl teic k" and so informed his
colleagues that their serviee and serutiny
wotlid be neevssary in order 10 flnd our
the real substance of what they termed
the “illusion,”

It was proposed by the officers that the
“yoga' shoulid be inwerrcd in the vieinity
of the Eonglish encampmient, whereupon
they immediately dug a grave some 4x8
feet and o a depth of 6 feet, the work
being done by the officers themselves
and under the tvmediate inspection of
the oflicers,

At night a speeial guard was placed
upon duty to wateh over it This sort of
work was repeated unul the time for the
appearance of the yogas had ived,

When the officer was perfectly satisfled
that there was no interierenee from outs
stders he dispatelicd to the “yogas’ that
he was ready, Every oflicer felt por
feetly satisfled that bis dibigent wateh
and the fact of the trick being done e
fore them all privately wounld foil the
“vogn's" anticipaton of spceess,

At last the yogas armived, acceompanicd
by the one who was to be buried alive
Liee

| strate the potentinhity of his spirvitual

frsues from the basket forming ul-

| mhles with the sovercign,

ance, and the juggler to know nothing of |

the choice, the cxperiment to be in brood
daylight, without any confederate but w
boy abso'utely naked, and the juggler to
be in n condition of semisnudity, Aflter
that we should select throe *tricks,” the
most common among such public jug-
%lvrﬂ. The tirst, to transform a rajpes
rmly clasped in the hand of a skepue
into a living cobra, the bite of which would
prove fatal. ‘I'le second, to cause a secd
chosen st random by the spectators and
planted in the cast sem! lance of o howers
pot, 1o grow mature and bear from i less
than a gquarter of an hour. The thied, 1o
streteh himsell on three swords
werpendicularly in the ground at

:

nits, the sharp points upward ; afier that, |

to have removed flrst one  of
swords, then the other, and

the interval of o few seconds the las
the juggler remaming, finally, 1ying o
nothing—on the awr, miraculon
pended at about one yard from the

thi
alwer

| ground.*

The burial trick of the Indian
generally known 1o numerous trave lors
and residents of India. Ao Lug thi-
cor stationed in India gives the f Wit
weount of the burial trick that
pessed with othier reputable E g
cors, and what happeacd be asser
pel truth, r fakirs of Iudia
vutwred oto many discussions w the
Euglish oflicers, and mostly concertin
b 1

=

n|

| lard

tratting to the oflicer, Then and there
they entered upon the test. The band of
yogas imdualged in what appoared to be o
paiuful  meditation, when  the
Syoga, ' the subject—was taken in band
by two of the elacst and anopomted  with
some  peculiar  prepacation, wWax  was
placed in the devm of
the nostrils to prevent respivation,  Then
bie was Lad upon the ground very gently,
now to all appearances ina bypnotie
wlhintey,

Al this time the ofllcers mingled in and

a cloce wateh.  The ollicer now had
lowered into the grave, whieh
was near by, and by agrecment the little
band of navuves were allowed to offer up
a prayer before the final preparations.

Afwer that each offlcer, with o spade in
Lis nand, shoveled heaps of sol upon the
Boidy, unuil the scene closed satislactorily
o all coneerned,

The rest of the “yogas" promised to re-
trn in iwo weeks 1o efflect the ressurrec-
von, and so left the otlicer their pitched
tents und made permanent quarters on
the scene of the interment determining
not to a8 second of the time until the
o the “yogu" should with-
out two, three or more of his fellow of-
ficers or subordinates being on the look-
out.

The two weeks at last eame to an emd,
withs the setting sun of the lust day the band
wade its appearance.  Without any loss
of time three of the English soldiers ean-
tiously dug up the grave. In a very short
while they substituted their uls for
their spades when a foot—the *Yogas''—
became visible,  Without losing a minute
the sull body of the Yoga was lifted out
and placed gently on a rough and ready
bed of some soflt material. The features
were exnctly the same as when lirst in-
terred, the ointment baving been oflvet-
ive against the clements,  The wax was
then taken out of the vars and nosurials,
and then followed a vigorous rubbing.

All of the spoctators looked grave and
some apparently troubled,  The **Yogas'
woere enacting some more of  their pecu-
hiar incantations atd  weird mutterings,
when one of the party of *Yogas" ad.
vanced and breathed into the dead Yoga's
mouth and nosteidls and patted  bis heart
ibly, while every Englishman
Lach gaged at the other
in blank astonishitnent when they saw
the *Yoga™ whom they had buried and
watched over for a fortnight open  his
eyes and walk o few yards upon the aris
of his assistunts,

Then he spoke a few unintelligibile
words to the olficer and, pointing upward
saddd, in words the interpr e whieh
wouud be: “*The mysteries are no
greater than the smaller things of the
world, Buddba is great and o greater
than thou couldst be,*

The hand of Yogis returned  then  and
an exchange of opinions was indulged i
by all of the ollicers.  Some had beard of
the marvels of  Buddba, and now that
iy i not admit of even a  proba-
bility of their bemng duped, o general se-
ricustess prevaded the minds of the en-
tire party.

- —

Order of Thelr Golng,
From the St Louls Globw=Dvimocrat,

LEGENDS OF THE WREN.,

Its Trick on an E gie Wins It Fopularity
Among the Irish,

In Ireland the wren is ealled the king
of birls. One old legend among the
Irish, that dates as far back as the days
of the Druids, is thus stated by the Boston
Gilobe:

Once upon a time the eagle, always |

proud of his strength and valor, ealled
all the birds together for a trial of fight,
with this understanding, that he who
soarcd the highest wonld forever com-
mand the distinetive title of “king of
birds,™

The eagle, with ecommon econsent, had
been invested with the honor from  time
immemorial and he had no idea of giving
it up; but the better 1o impress his su-

together the whole feathered tribe for
this gramd llying tournament
At the appointed tme the

birds eame,

I'bhere were thrushes, linnets, magpies,
crows, blackbirds,  bluchirds, hawks,
doves, robins, sparrows, nightingales,

la rks, game birds from the forest, sea-
birds from the coast and last of all, but
noisy as any of them, eame the turkeys,
geese, ducks and hens from the barn-
yards,

The eagle surveyed them all with his
picrcing eyes. At some of them Le cast
a contemptuous glanee, but when he saw
the skylark be looked a hittle uneasy.
This was the only bird he really feared,
for the skylark can iy very high. DBut
s fears dud not last long, for just then
he saw something to make bim laugh. It

| wa s the little wren hopping along saneily

demons |

youngest |

both ears amd also |

with his jounty bttde tanl perked up with
the utmost assurance,  One would think
L surely expected o win the ;Il‘lli'.

e wagle began to poke fun at him,
and all the other bigds jJoined in, so that
the poor Little wren was  glad  to escape
out of sight, )

When the signal was given for the birds
to start e was nowhere o be seen, and
it any one thowght of him ot at all it was
probably to conelude that he had realized
the folly o wrying o compete with those
somuch stronger than bomself, and had
wisely goue home 1o Lbis nestin the bedge,

Atagiven signal away New the binds,
Up, up, up! Lhe wild goose dild very
well, so did the  bawk, and the skylark
kept elose under the engle’s big wings;
bt one by one they had to give upall but
the proud old cagle, He kept on soaring
until be reached a point from which he
cothil not raise msell another inch,

Then he looked down proudly at all the
representatives of the feathered tribe be-
low him, and they looked ap admiringly
at bum, and suddenly  up above him How
a little dark speck, 1t was o bird, and
the borrified eagle looked up to sew
the despised littie wren hovering above
hium.

All the other birds saw him too, and
they set up o great shout. Then down
flew the erestfallen eagle,

As the birds touched the ground they
looked for the wren, and they saw him
hop off the eagle's back., He had been
nestling among the feathers, and the big
cagle did not feel his weight.

Bo It was thas when 1 le and the
other birds bad used up all their strength
he was able to reach a point higher than
all of them,

According to the letter of the law the
wren was adjudged “king of birds,” but,
as one may suppose, the eagle was very
angry. He set 10 work and cursed the

wren and laid a spell on Lim so that be |
w Ny over

shiould never again be  able
anything, aud to tlns day an Irish wreen
cannol even  fly
find an opening in it somew bere before
lie ean pass from one lield or garden o
anothier.

The denids treated the wren with great
distinetion, but when ehristianity was in-
trodueed into the  countey the fiest chiris
tian missionaries, not above superstition
themselves, considered their admiration
a great offense, amd sinee then the poor
little king bas sometimes had o hard tme
ol i1t

Another incident to bring the wreen into
ill-repute with the Irish a8 the story that
onees when the Danes had invaded  Tre-
land o party of m wlinle asleep were
about to be surrounded by the natives
when several wreens awoke them by peck-
g on their droms.  The same story
told of wrens awaking
protestants  during one of
winrs of Treland,

Either aflair would be enough to make
the Ireish bate  the little wren, and
they set apart St Stepben’s  Day—that is
the day lollowing U liristinas o persecute
Livm. .

On that day the idle men and boys go a
wren hunting.

-

the  religious

bedge to hedge
until  thiey  succesd  in kilbing  one,
They then form a proecssion ainl carry
about the poor little  body, bung by
oue g in the ecenter  of wwo
Loops crossing each othor at right angles,
the whole areingement decorated with
bits of eolored ribion,  They march from
door o door, and in front of each the

' r""".f one of the party, called the “droll-

What is the order of precedence in the I

British nobility ¥

The order of preeedence, as given by
the best cuthorities, heads the list of not
Nexteomes the
P'rince of Wales, alter him the sons, the
grandsons, the brothers, the uneles, and
the nephews of the sovereign, in the or-
der named,  ‘Thon tollow the archibishop
of Canterbury, the lord high ehanceilor,
the archbishop of York, the archhishop
of Armagh, the archibishiop of Dublin, the
hilghi  treasurcr, the president of
the privy council, the lord privy seal, the
lord great chiambwrlaing the lord bigh con-
stable, the carl marshal, the lord high nd-
miral, nnd the lornds stewards and cham-
berlains of the royal houseliold,  If the se
officials are noblemen, they rank above
all of their class. Afwe them are
dukes and the eldest sons of royal
dukes, marguises and dukes’ eldest sons

ot of the blowd royal, caris and younger |

sons of royal dukes, o marguis’ eldest
son and the younger son of & duke not of
the royal biowd, Alter him come vis-
counts, carls’ cllest sons, & marguis’
rounger sous, the Bishops of Loudon, |
Murham sud Winchester, and all other

English bishops, according 1o senjority of
cousceration, tollowed by the Lishops of
Meath, boiloare audall other Leish bishiops,
The wecrotar o M nublemen,
COme next, an lowed by barons,

the speaker of the commons, comimis- |
sloner of the great seal, atd o vast num-
ber of bonsel I oll Judges, elder
and yourn g s Loy 1 Weroils 10 It
ton., Alter these o w the cotnmanders
of the various orders of the T hastle, this
Hath, the Wooiglos St Pasrick, th
Koights of =1 M el and St George
and thewr sons, vder and younger, and
the list is closed by eaguires, ollicers o

the army and navy, clergymen, barristers,

vives. They often found it peces 1 citisens aud burgesscs,

een,” sings:
The wren, the wren,
Phe King of a!l birds,
NL Stephien's 1
'

y
foe was cangit in the firs;

Al o though he s lictle,
Mis tamily ‘s groat,
Bar aris wed Laily,

Al e us i treat,

They usually receive s hearty woleome
and e treat rliyming with great— e
sides o few pence dropped  fnto an old
stocking whieh the drolleen holds out as
be sings. 1 hese reccipts are spent Inoa
jollification for the evening, and the fun-
mier the drollecen is, the more apt he is at
repartee, the heavier the stocking will be
at the elose of the day.

- — — —

Wouldu't Cross » Mrulge,
Senator Hearst, who owns Tournas
ment, was not present to see bis great
colt win the bg Realization stakes,
although he started from the Windsor
botel, where he was staying, to do so, He
gt ina cab intendiug
L hirty-fourth street ferey,  Through stue
phlity on the part of the ecabby and for-
getfuluess on the partof *Unele George,™
the cab rattded down-town and was at the
Brooklyn bridge before the mistake was
noticed,  The senstor could have erossed
the bridge and gone by way of the Long

over o hedge; he must |

B

periority on all inferior birds he called |

|
|

They take sticks or clubs |
Cand run like mad from

|
In ’,
o et liment of |

FIXING UP THE BOOKS

Interest Already Aroused About the
Brookiyn and Sabarban.

TENNY IS THE FAVORITE

Tournament Is a Second Cholce,
With a Question if He Should
Not be First—-Other Horses
in the Races,

N just about one week the winter books

on both the Brooklyn ,and Suburban
will be ready and the odds published,
says & New York special to the Sau Frane
cisco Eraminer. Among the owners who
will go about looking for odds on thewr
horses are Philip and Michael Dwyer,
who have a fancy for Prince Royal, Eon,
Raceiand and Pvtomae; Hilly Lakeland,
who thinks Tea Tray, Good-Enough-for
Betsey, Pittsburg and Puiladelphia, who
will put something on Buddnst's chances
Colonel Pulsifer, who never let Tenny
run unbacked; Hough Bros. and $Green
Morris, whose faith in Judge Morrow is
great,

Tournament will doubtless carry a cons
siderable portion of the public money.
There were many bookmakers at the
Hotfman to-might, and they talked over
the chanees of the better known animals,
b majority favored Tenny. Tourna-
ment also had o host of admirers, and
one of them saud;

“Itf I make any advance book I'll look
f!vul. I'?r Ten Tray, Judge Morrow and
tiley,"

One of the bookmakers, a Tenny man,
sail, when asked about the probable odus
to be lawd:

1 bave seen a rough book flgured, but
it is not opened. Tenny was favorite
Tournament second choice, Raceland,
P'rince Royal, Lon, Demuth and Burling-
ton following, h real good ones
put down at 50 and 100 w0 1. For my part
1L think Tenny should be about 51wl to
start with, for he seems 0 outclass any-
thing in the race, and the weight, 128
pounds, won't stop him,"

Soveral bookmakers agreed that the
advanee hetting on the Brooklyn handi-
cap would greatly exceed anything before
known., When asked for a rough estis
mate of the entire sum that would be
wagered all over the country, one of
them said :

“1 may be out of the way, but I should
say at least @anini, the advance being
alone in this eity #1500,  Then on the
day of the race S00000, and possibly

| 200,000 more,will bo wagered at the track

while those who follow races in Louise
ville, St Louis, Chieago, Philadelphia
anid Albany, amd, in fact, throughout the
country, will risk more than enough to
make up the balance,™

*What will Castaway 1L be gquoted at
in the advance books ! was asked,

“1I'll lay 30 10 1 against him now," said
the bookmaker. Thus, Castaway 11, is

sull even though he won the
Brooklyn handicap of last year in & gal-
lop. But he did not bave a Tenny, Tour-

nament, Raeceland, Prinece Royal, Tea
Tray, Banquet, Demuth, Judge Morrow,
Burlington, Riley or Kingstou to beat,

A Town Lot Free,
From the New York Sun,

1 had beard about the man in Kansas
who was giving away town lots free, and
one day 1 lefi the train at a small station
and hired & man o drive me over 1o the
site of the future at city, 1found a
sixty-acre farm staked out into lots of
20 feet front by 5 deep, but only one
house and one person was in sight, The
house was a farm cabin, and the person
was the owner of it and the one I wanwed
Loy maree,

“Come for a lot?" he asked as we drove

up. i

*Yes, in case my information is correct.
Do lyuu give them away tree 7"

wi do.’

“1 hiadd heard so."

“Go right out and select any one you
like., Those selecwd are marked with
reil stakes ; thuse not yet taken by black
ones,"

I wok a walk around and made a selees
and he found the number and said:
t want an abstract of tutle, of
course,  Here it is, and the fee is §."

When 1 had recoived it be bunted out &
deed already signed, and  filled my name

in, ealled in the wamster and wife for
witi sses, and said:
“Here s your deed.  I'll have to charge

| #4 for that,*

drive to the |

I paid the sum named, and be then got
down a big book and said:

“You want it recorded, of course. [am
ounty clerk, The fee for recording

wd it duly recorded, and just then
dinner was ready, He invited me to sit
down, but when we were through, be
sakl:

“My charge for dinner is 75 cents. The
taxes on your lot will be due next week,
and you had better leave the mouey. The
amount is 1L°5, and my commission for
receipting will be 25 cents,”

I paid Lim the sum named, and was
about to get into the wagon when he said:

“T'he cuarge for bringing you over and
taking you back is $£2. Half belongs to
me, as | own the wagon., One dollar,
lll!'.'\"'-“

“('an you think of anything further,™ I
askod as | handed him the dollar,

“Well, you'll have w stop at the junes
tion about four hours before the Eastern
traitt comes along, | own the restaurant
there.  Please eat all you can,™

] have,” | saud after o litile flguring,
“paid you $13 75 for s lot you adveruse o
give away free. How much do you call
this land worth an acre 7
wAll of 8, sir,  've been offered $8 and
woutldn't lake it."

“Them 've paid you more than the
value of two acres W get a lot large

| enough o bury a couple of cows on!™

Island road, but hie smiled sadly and o |

dered the cabby to deive himn back, Less
‘han & week afterward e admittesl o a
parly of senators who asked b why he
had not been present aud who konew that
he was not il as badd been given out,
thnt superstition was at the botwom of it
I be bad en

gh 1w eross the

| on

“Lxactly, sir—exactly, and | congratu-
late you on your bargain,”

“Then you don't call it a swindle T

“No ! Ao, sir! A man who will kick
on buying a chunk of the glorious Wess
tor less than $14 1sn't straaght, and, Me,
Tomwpkius, I'd advise you 1o keep an eye
him going back, and see that
doesn’t jump out of the wagon and bilk
you out of your dollar!™

. BIF

—— -
Me Gots 0 Mead Without Doubt.

From the Wasnington Post,

“John," said Mrs. Bibrington, “before
I married you people predicted that you
would never get abead in the world,”

“and what do you think of their pre-
dictionus now U

“l ouly wish they conld see how regos
larly you get a bead every Saturday

| mght.

b sand, *but vou dou't eateh me
g o bridge in a ramnstorm to go w
horse  race, LRI [TTOM I hore's
nough of the muner lelt in me w
e mbidade o supeersiite VoL Ty
" but 1 felt that if 1 bad
that day 1 would bave
atd be wouldn't have w
A man who s crusbed under a falling |

cetling would not be apt w cousider th

sltuation sublime,

Too mwany people believe what the milk
of bumwan kinduess ueeds o be kepton
e
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